
Lascaux Tusches 
Lascaux Tusches are a unique range of innovative ready-to-use water-soluble painting materials specially designed for 
creating positives for light-sensitive printmaking processes. The positives can be used with water-based screenprinting, 
acrylic-resist etching, solar plate printing and traditional printmaking methods. The tusche marks will ultimately print. 

Properties and Applications 
The ready-to-use tusches are for making opaque autographic (hand made) marks on printmaking positives. Images can be 
painted on smooth PVC sheet or grained substrates. The tusches can also be used to enhance and alter images on 
photographic, digital or photocopied positives. Some substrates may have greasy surfaces, causing the tusche to be 
repelled. These substrates can be degreased easily with a household detergent prior to use. 
 
Each tusche has its own distinctive performance and all have excellent handling qualities. Their characteristics vary from 
fluid, fast-drying and waterproof to viscous, slow-drying and re-wettable. The tusches offer a wide variety of mark-making 
possibilities, including delicate drawings, painted marks, lithographic-type washes, sugar-lift effects, soft-ground effects, 
airbrushed marks, application by roller, offsetting and pattern making. The tusches are coloured for easy identifutlt0ra4.89 Lasca positiveks, lTuses 



 

Airbrush techniques 
A simple airbrush can be used to apply the undiluted 
tusche in even layers over the Lascaux Lift Solution 
image until it is covered. Alternatively the airbrush can be 
used as a drawing instrument. The airbrushed dots 
resemble aquatints or tonal effects. Stencils can be used 
to build up an image. The sprayed areas will ultimately 
print. The airbrush should be rinsed thoroughly with water 
after use. 



 

After passing through the press the blankets, tissue and 
the top PVC sheet are lifted away. An image will have 
offset onto this sheet and this may be used as a positive 
if desired. The collage will be embedded in the tusche 
that was rolled on the first PVC sheet. An etching needle 
is useful to peel each item carefully from the tusche 
without creating unwanted marks. This lower PVC sheet 
can then be used as a positive when the tusche is fully 
dry. 
 
A simple alternative to this process is to paint a thin layer 



_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Disclaimer: 
The information provided above is given to the best of our knowledge and is based on our current research and experience. It does not absolve the artist 
from the responsibility of first testing the suitability of our products for the substrate and specific use conditions he or she has in mind. This technical sheet 
will become invalid with any revised edition. The latest update is always found on our website. 52
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the substrate. Depending on the quantity added, the 
painted marks will be altered or will reticulate as it dries. 
Tannin and other Lascaux tusches can be added to 
create a further range of wash effects. 

Removal 
Lascaux Tusche diluting liquid can be cleaned from 
brushes with warm soapy water. 

Size 
500 ml 


